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(Summary])

We studied the connection between four indica-
tors of the development of eating behavior in infants
at 14 months of age : rate of self-feeding, feeding
by the mother, ingesting food and chewing, and the
rate of frequency of eating behavior in the infants
between 9 and 11 months of age. Fourteen mother—
infant dyads were visited in their homes twice a
month at different stages of the infant’'s growth—
at 9, 10, 11, and 14 months of age, and videotaped
during a meal event. A positive correlation was
found between the rate of self-feeding at 14 months
of age and holding foods and hand-feeding when
the infant was between 9 and 11 months of age. On
the other hand, a negative correlation was found
between the rate of self-feeding at 14 months of ‘
age and feeding by the mother between 9 and 11
months of age. The results indicate that the experi-
ence of using hands for feeding and an appropriate
amount of maternal involvement would encourage
infants to develop forms of eating behavior during
the introduction of solid food to the diet.
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