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(Summary)

We collected data from a Japanese government
statistical database to analyze recent trends in
frequency of medical consultation for childhood
infections and related factors. For 20 years prior
to 2002, the frequency of medical consultation for
childhood infections remained constant, and has
increased slightly since then. At the prefectural
level, proportion of children admitted to the hospi-
tal for infection was positively correlated with total
fertility rate and percentage of children attending
kindergarten or day care. In contrast, it was nega-
tively correlated with number of children per day
care center, income per capita, and percentage of
nuclear families among households with children un-
der 6-years-old. These results suggest that family
structure, out-of-home child care and socioeconom-

ic status are associated with childhood infection.
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