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(Summary])

[Objective] There is little evidence about how
frequently infants attend infantile health examina-
tion. The objective of this study is to assess how
frequently infants and parents attend infantile
health examination within 12 months after birth at a
pediatric clinic in a maternity hospital.

[Method] We conducted a cross—sectional study
in a suburban maternity hospital, in Osaka, in
which every month infantile health examination
(from 1 to 12 month-aged visits) are conducted.
The frequency and the timing of infantile health
examination of 646 infants who were born in that
hospital from April 1 to December 31, 2005, were
investigated by reviewing infants’ medical records
retrospectively .

[Results] Of 646 infants, 259 (40%) attended
infantile health examination more than 5 times and
100 (16%) infants visited more than 10 times within
1 year after birth. The average number of infan-
tile health examination was 4.6 within 1 year after
birth. The proportions of infants with an infantile
health examination in any month after birth are as
follows : 98% at 1 month, 49% at 2 months, 46% at
3 months and 38 % at 12 months. Between 4 and
11 months of age, the proportion of infants with an
infantile health examination was consistently about
20%~30%. Factors related to the frequency of

visits were maternal primiparity, history of infant
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admission to the neonatal intensive care unit, and who had frequent visits, even as many as 5 times

documentation of an infant abnormality during an within 1 year after birth, were not rare.

infantile health examination.
[Conclusion] This study showed that infants and (Key words)
parents often attended infantile health examination, infantile health examination, frequency of infantile

especially in the early months after birth. Infants health examination, maternal and child health
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