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(Summary)

The characteristics of the emotional expression
of mothers of school age children with Attention
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (AD/HD) were
investigated using semi-structured interviews re-
garding three phases (before the children started
elementary school, after they started elementary
school, and after diagnosis) . The mothers felt that
their children were difficult to raise from about the
time they were two to three years of age, and were
criticized by those around them after their children
started school. However, they remained emo-
tionally stable if they received the understanding
and support of the school, and support from their
husbands. Between phases, the negative aspects
of the mothers’ emotional experiences and behav-
iors remained unchanged, but the positive aspects
increased after the diagnosis. These findings sug-

gest that the mothers’ way of recognizing problem
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behaviors about their children changed after the
diagnosis, as they gained knowledge of AD/HD,
peer support, and support from doctors. From the
perspective of maternal attachment, these results
suggest that the condition of maternal attachment
changes in each phase and that mothers had am-

bivalent feelings toward their children even within

N PR R B SR

(Key words)

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, mater-
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