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(Summary)

Longitudinal microanalyses of mother-infant inter-
action were made for eight children twice at 16 and
20 months. Of primary concern was how they were
involved in joint engagement. The state of joint en-
gagement was defined using such behavioral indices
of mother-infant dyads as 1) simultaneous looking,
2) reciprocal looking, 3) gestures that direct each
others’ attention or action, and 4) their responses
to the gestures. The purpose of this study was to
confirm the transitional process from supported to
coordinated joint engagement with these behavioral
indices. As a result, the transition of joint engage-
ment was described by those indices. In conclusion,
infants more actively coordinate their attention to
both mothers and objects with age, and mothers

are sensitive to changes in infants’ behaviors.

(Key words)
joint engagement, mother-infant dyads, microanal-

ysis
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