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(Summary)

A questionnaire survey was conducted of child-
care workers in Prefecture A about features of
“special educational needs” children who they en-
countered and support to the parents/guardians of
such children, and how to assess “special education-
al needs” children (imaginary case). The survey
revealed that 96.6% of the childcare workers inves-
tigated had encountered “special educational needs”
children. The workers had experienced “discrepan-
cy of awareness, etc. from parents/guardians” or
“loss of favorable relationship with parents/guard-
ians after disclosure of the child's problem” more
frequently in the care of 5- or 6-year-old children
than in the care of children of other ages. When as-
sessing imaginary ‘special educational needs” case,
workers tended to focus on reviewing the environ-
ments for childcare and establishing a close relation-
ship with the parents/guardians. It was rare for
childcare workers to pay attention simultaneously
to both family issues and the possibility of disturbed

child development.

(Key words)
childcare worker, special educationally needed chil-

dren, support to the parent
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