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(Summary)

This study clarified the changing process of moth-
ers’ recognition of their children’s disability through
their children’s school lives : these children, who
had spina bifida, attended ordinary classes in el-
ementary and junior high schools.

A semi-structured interview was conducted with
16 mothers of children with spina bifida who were
enrolled in ordinary classes in elementary and junior
high schools. The individual interviews lasted for
approximately an hour.

The study revealed that the mothers recognized
that their children differed from children without
disabilities in that the former exhibited [highly
impaired excretion] and suffered from a [learning
disorder] . As a result, bimodality was observed
with regard to the mothers’ recognition of their chil-
dren’s disability .

The support for mothers with children who have
spina bifida and who attend ordinary classes in ele-
mentary and junior high schools should be based on

the mothers’ recognition process. Educational guid-
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ance that considers the children’s cognitive impair-
ments and learning difficulties should be introduced

at an earlier stage.

847
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