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(Summary)

This study examined maternal scaffolding in mo-
tor development and investigated the effectiveness
from infant reaction. Four infants and their moth-
ers were observed in the home before independent
walk appeared. The helping behavior for infant’s
walk by the mother was analyzed from videotaped
data. Those behaviors were a total of 155. Strategy
of mother to help the child walk was classified into
13 types. Some types of strategy made the infant
walk easily, and some did not. And, the strategy
of holding the infant’s body direct not only make
infant walk easily but also cause strong refusal. It
is important for the success in the helping behavior
that mother help their child properly by taking the
child's intention into consideration well. Finally, the
role that the helping behavior played the relation of

mother and child was discussed.

(Key words)
scaffolding, motor development, mother-infant rela-

tionship, naturalistic observation, helping behavior
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