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(Summary)

At first, we examined the relationship between
maternal attachment (e.g., pleasure in proximity,
feelings of warmth) and both the mother's teach-
ing (direct teaching and indirect teaching) and
maternal sensitivity by the Emotional Availability
Scales in this study. Secondly, it examined the re-
lationship between both the mother’s teaching and
maternal sensitivity, and infant-mother attachment
by the Attachment Q-sort. Participants were 25
mothers and their infants.

Maternal attachment was found to relate positive-
ly to mother's ‘indirect teaching’ (e.g., praise and
assistance behavior). The infants of those moth-
ers tended to have higher Q-sort security scores.
Children whose mothers continued teaching them
after they had lost interest in the activity had lower
Q-sort security scores.

These results indicate that maternal attachment
influenced the mother’s ‘indirect teaching’, and
in turn the latter affected the infant-mother at-
tachment. The results suggest that the mother's
prompt responsiveness against the change of her
child’s behavior and flexibility in teaching influence
infant-mother attachment when a child begins to

show boredom in the play.

(Key words)
maternal attachment, maternal sensitivity, moth-

er’s teaching, infant-mother attachment, Q-sort
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