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A Case of Parents who did not Intend to Conduct a Chromosomal Test for the Diagnosis of (1908)
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(Summary)

We report on a newborn with suspected Down
syndrome whose parents did not intend to conduct
a chromosomal test for the diagnosis of trisomy 21.
The reason why they did not conduct the test was
that the parents recognized the newborn as an irre-
placeable son and part of their family. This seemed
to be very positive response. Although there is no
doubt that the response resulted from the parents’
merciful humanity, the current Japanese accep-
tance of Down syndrome might have influenced the
parents’ decision. In addition, efforts to abolish the
stereotype by families, acquaintances, pediatri-
cians, and other healthcare workers may improve
the social acceptance of patients with Down syn-

drome.
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