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(Summary])

The purposes of this study were to identify the
severity of siblings’ behavioral and emotional prob-
lems, through the perception of their mothers (IV
=301), as a result of children’s hospitalization and
mothers’ rooming-in, and to explore the factors re-
lated the extent of such sibling problems by means
of multiple regression analysis. The CBCL/4-18
(Child Behavior Checklist) for Japanese was used
to identify the severity of siblings’ behavioral and
emotional problems. Our findings show that sib-
lings tend to have intense behavioral and emotional
problems. In fact, 27.5% of the subjects reached
the clinical range and 12.0 % the borderline range
for Internalization as defined by CBCL/4-18, while
7.3% reached the clinical range for Withdrawal,
5.3% that for Somatic Complaints, and 12.3 % that
for Anxiety/Depression. Other findings are that the
mother's state-anxiety (as defined in STAI-JYZ),
siblings’ age, the major caretaker for siblings, the
hospitalized child's age, birth position, frequency
of hospitalization, rules and regulations for siblings’
visits, and informed-assent from siblings are fac-
tors significantly related to the severity of siblings’

behavioral and emotional problems.

(Key words)
sibling, behavioral and emotional problems,

hospitalization, mother’s rooming-in, CBCL/4-18
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