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(Summary)
The study explored the subjective experience of
mothers of infants with physical disabilities, from

the point of discovering the disability to being re-

AR OGR R RE R

ferred to treatment. In its exploration, the study
purposefully departed from the values and the
stages delineated by the Acceptance of Disability
theory. The narratives of mothers with a disabled
child at age zero that took place at a group treat-
ment and follow-up interviews were analyzed using
the Grounded Theory approach.

The distress of the mothers were both caused
and healed by ‘relationships”, i.e., the self and
the relationship are in a circulatory structure like
the two sides of a coin. Particularly, the mother—
child relationship is that of inseparable intimacy,
and that the three relational dimensions : the self,
the infant, and others, interlockedly proceed to-
gether. Implication for social work practice in the
field of child development is to understand the
experience of the mothers from the framework of
“relationships” . The focus of work need be to break
the process of isolation and to facilitate the recovery

from a sense of loneliness.

[(Key words)
Mothers with handicapped infant, Social relation-
ships, Self image
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