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(Summary])

To delineate the detailed characteristic traits
of development in children of today, we per-
formed a clustering analysis (k-means method)
of 8 principal components extracted by a pre-
ceding analysis of items on the Tsumori and In-
age’s checklist, on the pass rate of which has
deteriorated from past published normative
data. In our studies, we examined data from our
office’s records of 202 children who had com-
pleted health check-ups at the ages of 6, 9 and
18 months and whose developmental quotient
(DQ) was over 70. Five clusters emerged, and

we hypothesized that these clusters represent
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difficulties in verbal activity, assertiveness,
self-control, fine motor skills and interpersonal
interest experienced by children of today, com-
pared with children in previous times. When we
classified the children into 5 groups according
to the clusters, the average DQ and its pattern
of change in 18-month-old children differed
among the groups. If the features of each group
represent difficulties in their related domain of

abilities, specialists could offer different inter-

343

ventions at follow-up examinations. Thus,
through an understanding of these 5 features
and continuous evaluations, the checklist could
be a useful assessment for childcare support

based on individual development.

(Key words)
children of today, Tsumori and Inage’s check-

list, health check-up, development
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