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(Summary)
To describe characteristics in the psychological de-

velopment of today’s children, we compared recent re-

337

cords of Tsumori and Inage's Checklist data com-
pleted by 202 parents during public medical examina-
tions for their infants (performed at 6, 9 and 18
months of age) with the standard scores published in
1961 and 1989. The overall developmental
achievement of the children in all three examination
periods were similar, and none of the children scored
below 70. Nevertheless, the achievement rate for the
22 checklist items decreased significantly, compared
with the previous rates. One item was for measuring
motor skills, two for investigation and handling, six
for social skills, eight for daily habits, and five for
verbal skills. A principal component analysis using
dummy variables summarized all 22 items and gender
into 8 components. Based on the contents of the con-
tributing items, these items were categorized to repre-
sent a reduction in autonomy and cooperativeness, a
reduction in verbal activeness, poor self-control, poor
oral skills, awkwardness, changes in life-style,
changes in interpersonal interests and decreased re-
ciprocity and poor attention. Of course, a decreased
achievement rate for a particular item did not always
indicate an actual disability or dysfunction in a re-
lated domain. Furthermore, several item descriptions
may need to be changed to reflect current status.
Further research is needed to examine the signifi-

cance of the eight components identified in this study.

[Key words)
children of today, the times, psychology, Tsumori and
Inage's checklist for development of infants, public

medical examination for infants, development
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